
























The Strategic Plan for Locating State Agencies involved a
close cooperative working relationship between Finance,
Administration, and the CAAPB. First released in 1993, the
plan was updated in 1995. The plan addresses not only the
location of state facilities, but also the connections of the
CapitOl Area with downtown Saint Paul; it has provided much
of the background information for decision makers in the
Legislative andExecutive branches on development of new
state buildings.

The 1995 supplement to the Strategic Plan was issued to
provide current facility development information reflecting
changes in agency needs and economic conditions.

Among these changes bas been an ongoing reassessment of
the Revenue Department's facility .needs; Revenue is now
Located in a leased building across the river from Saint Paul's
central business district.

The 1995 legislature provided funding for a predesign study
of Revenue's facility needs, including options that do not
require construction of a new building such as buying its
current building or another existing building.

Design funds were appropriated in 1996 for Revenue, to be
made available only after extensive evaluation by the
Legislative Coordinating Comm ission of costslbenefits for
building in downtown Saint Paul versus in the Capitol
Complex.

The Legislature passed language that allows a new Revenue
facility, if located in the Capitol Area, to be exempted from
CAAPB's statutory requirement for a design competition, due
to legislative decision to expedite the project and its
evaluations.

Two other future building projects in the Capitol Area are
currently on hold. (See following.)

La,bor Interpretive Center: In 1993, the legislature
- approved tbe site recommended by the Capitol Area Board for

tbe Labor Interpretive Center (LIC) on the western edge of
downtown Saint Paul at Kellogg Boulevard and Seventh
Street. The CAAPB boundaries were changed by statute to
include the sile ohosen.

The following year, funds were appropriated for design of the
Center; CAAPB announced a design competition in late 1994.
Negotiations continued with the city of SaintPaul for the site,
which was only partially owned by the state.

The city proposed an alternate site, which would be made
available for the LIC but would need extensive
renovation-the Arts and Science Building at Tenth Street and
Exchange. It is expected to be vacated by the Science
Museum when the new museum is completed in 1998-99.

In May 1995, the Board approved the alternative site, and the
design competition was put onbold. The legislature once
again expanded the Capitol Area boundaries to include the
current Science Museum site.

Military Afrairsrrraining Center: Predesign funds were
appropriated in 1994 for a Military AffairslNational Guard
facility to replace the Armory on Cedar Street. Jt would be
located al the southwest comer of the University-Rice
intersection, and would replace several old and deteriorating
commercial buildings.

The proposed building, with the new League of Minnesota
Cities building on the opposite side of the street, will serve as
gateway markers to the Capitol Complex. Design funding
may be sought in 1998; construction funds are partially
dependent on a federal appropriation.

The League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) completed its new
office building at Rice Street and University in 1995.
Redesign of the White Castle site adjacent to LMC,
including resiting the restaurant and providing walkways
and landscaping, has improved the appearance of the Rice­
University business area.

CAAPB staff continue to work with the local district council
and the North End Revitalization Area organization to
improve the appearance of this small commercial corridor
adjacent to the Capitol Complex. The changes that have

been implemented include new awnings and signage, as well
as streetscape amenities.

Further north on Rice Street, HealthEast is building a small
clinic at the intersection ofRice and Como to serve residents
of the area. The clinic will be operated by the University of
Minnesota physicians and used for training medical
students. Additionally, Holiday has bought and cleared land
on the triangular block bordered by Rice, Como, and
Marion, with plans looking to a new facility to be developed
as part of a small strip mall.
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By law, the CAAPB is required to submit a program for capital improvements and site development as a part ~f its Biennial
Report to the governor and legislature. The following list focuses on improving accessibility, safety, and security in the Capitol
Complex, and stabilization of the Capitol Building. The following are cost estimates for proposed work:

Capitol Building Stabilization
Includes completion of exterior terrace reconstruction ($3.2 million); cleaning,
tuck pointing, and stone preservation of the building's exterior ($3.2 million);
ornamentaJ and security lighting ($1 million); upgrade of mechanical and
electrical systems ($8.4 million).

Capitol Building Signage
Includes completion of design and implementation of exterior sign system, and
interior signage for the Capitol and State Office Building.

Aurora Avenue Improvements
Includes redesign and rebuilding Aurora to make permanent the "temporary" devices
used to reconfigure the roadway since 1993-94: new curbing gutters, drainage,
landscape improvements, gateway bollards, and redesigned traffic monitor booths.

Capitol Mall Safety and Security Improvements
Includes renovation of the Court of Honor and the Lindbergh and Floyd B. Olson
plazas, and completion ofsecurity lighting along all the major walkways on the
Capitol Mall.

Statuary Restoration
Includes cleaning and restoration of major outdoor statuary on the Capitol grounds.
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$ 15,800,000

$ 1,000,000

$ 260,000

$ 1,000,000

$ 155,000


